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order to maintain it, to keep up an incessant conversation with
the King, and at last, no longer knowing what to talk about, I
asked him for an audience the next day, which he readily ac-
corded me. But this direct request was contrary to the usage
of the Court, where the ambassadors, the other foreign ministers,
and the subjects of the country of whatever rank, address their
requests to an officer who is appointed to receive them, who
communicates with the King, and names the day and the hour
when his Majesty will grant the interview.
Grimaldo, a little after the end of the ceremony, had gone to
•work with the King and Queen, as was customary. I was sur-
prised, an hour after returning home, to receive a letter from
this minister, asking me if I had anything to say to the King
I did not wish the Queen to hear, referring to the audience I
had asked of the King for the morrow, and begging me to tell
him what it was for. I replied to him instantlyy that having
found the opportunity good I had asked for this audience; but
if I had not mentioned the Queen, it was because I had imagined
she was so accustomed to be present that there was no necessity
to allude to her: but as to the rest, I had my thanks to offer to
the King upon what had just passed, and nothing to say to him
that I should not wish to say to the Queen, and that I should
be very sorry if she were not present.
As I was writing thisreply,Don GaspardGiron invited me to go
and see the illuminations of the Place Mayor. I quickly finished
rny letter; we jumped into a coach, and the principal people of
my suite jumped into others. We were conducted by detours
to avoid the light of the illuminations in approaching them, and
w£' arrived at a fine house which looks upon, the middle
of the Place, and which is that where the King and Queen go
to see the fetes that take place. We perceived no light in
descending or in ascending the staircase. Everything had
been closed, but on entering into the chamber which looks upon
the Place, we were dazzled, and immediately we entered the
balcony speech failed me, from surprise, for more than seven or
eight minutes.
This Place is superficially much vaster than any I had ever

